Beryl Bainbridge - The Birthdays boys

“Over a period o three years five men celebrate their birthdays together –on board chip; on a tropical island; in a hut; on a journey to find the eggs of the emperor penguin; and in a tent in a blizzard where, on 17 March 1912, on his thirty-second birthday, the fifth man announced that he might be out some time.”

This is how it says to be, but the story is not like that. When the author writes about their birthdays it’s something like 2-3 lines. 

I can hardly in question the title off the book because it so little about their birthdays. On the back of the book it says that Beryl “boring” Bainbridge has been short listed for three novels for the Booker prize. That I really can’t believe. One thing also I want to criticize is the language. Sometimes the language doesn’t fit in to the 1910 vocabulary.

The story takes place during 1910 and three years forward. In the beginning of the book the story takes place in a harbour. 

During the book the environment changes but most of the time they are on the boat. The boat is pretty big because they have room for several dogs and ponies, also a whole lot of equipment. I’ve got the opinion that the boat was not new, because it leaked a little. Pretty cool that they ignore the leak and just sailed away to the South Pole.

The book is about a crew on a boat. They are going to sail to the South Pole, it’s a very risky expedition. An expedition it’s just what it is, is not only a goal to reach the South Pole. 

Some of the crew is going to study the weather conditions, animals and plants. In the beginning it’s about the preparations for the expedition and the crews life. I think it’s too much talk in the opening, it’s not any action. You just read the opening only too get through it, it’s not a short one either. When you have read the opening you will find out how they managed to live on their boat. Terra Nova is the boats name by the way. 

Off course they cross some mishap during the sail and worse it’s going too be. I think that the book and the little exciting start when they reaches cape Evans. There they reach the message that Amundsen is also going to the Pole. They think it’s very annoying that is going to be a race to the Pole. Amundsen and his crew are only there for one reason, getting to and back to the South Pole quickly as possible. The Terra Nova crew is there for two reasons.

One is to hand in scientific results and eggs from the emperor penguin, the second is the bonus, reach the South Pole.

The main characters are five persons you can say. 

They have all one big chapter in the book. I think it’s been very hard to se differences in characters during the book. 

Because it’s only a few who survive.

One thing I can say about all of them it’s that they became a very tight team in the end.

The book is divided in to five big chapters. The main characters are telling their own point of view in one chapter each. 

I think it’s good to get different views about the boring book. Boring book it’s just what it is. It was absolutely the most long-winded book I have read. The author must be a 65 years old boring, old fashion man who likes to write stupid books. 

Every time I reed the book it affect me in the same way, I fall a sleep (I don’t kidding around now). If you see this book in the library throw it away, so that other people don’t come close too the all time high winner of the universe dullest book. 

Wordlist

Lodgement

anförande, anhopning, avlagring

Tranquil


ugn, stilla, stillsam

Anchor


ankare

Contemplation

betraktande, beskådande

Shudder


rysa, skaka

presence


närvaro

blotchy


fläckig

shred


remsa, strimla, trasa

sustenance

näring

crevasse


spricka, rämna

extinction

släckande

merchant

köpman, grosshandlare

recko


räkna

inclusion


inbegripande, medräknande

muster


mönstring

vicissitude


växling, förändring

misconception

missuppfattning

evaluate

utvärdera, bedöma

necessity


nödvändighet

homil|y


predikan, moralpredikan

unaccountable


oförklarlig

unscathed


oskadd, helskinnad

languish


avmattas, tyna

melancholy

tungsinthet, dysterhet

overburden

lasta för tungt

exaggerate

överdriva, förstora

flinch 


rygga tillbaka

distinguished


framstående, berömd, ryktbar

dishevelled

ovårdad

squandering

slösande, slösaktig

apportion

fördela [proportionellt]

cocoa


kakao, choklad som dryck

squat


sitta på huk

haunch


höft

eardrum


trumhinna

contrite

ångerfull, ångerköpt

unwieldy

klumpig, otymplig

inadequate

olämplig, otillräcklig

embankment

invallning, fördämning

meadow

äng

submerged

vara (stå) under vatten

outwardly

utvändigt, utanpå

debilitate


försvaga

buckish


sprättig, impulsiv

gash

skära, fläka upp


tremble 


darra, skaka

wrecked


skeppsbruten, förolyckad

persist


framhärda i, hålla fast vid

dreadful


förskräcklig, förfärlig, fruktansvärd

complimentary

berömmande, smickrande
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